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1. Will your party support prompt payment legislation for the construction industry? 

As your members may be aware, The Manitoba Law Reform Commission (MLRC) initiated a 
comprehensive review of legislative provisions regarding prompt payment (amongst other 
issues) in 2017 and issued its final report in December 2018. A major impetus for the MLRC’s 
review was a 2015 Supreme Court decision related to the construction of a major project in 
Manitoba. 

The MLRC’s recommendations include updating the Builders’ Liens Act to enhance its trust 
provisions, improve interconnection between lien and trust provisions, introduce a prompt 
payment scheme, and introduce mandatory bonding requirements for public projects.  A Private 
Member’s Bill incorporating these reforms was introduced by PC MLA Reg Helwer during our 
first mandate. 

A re-elected Progressive Conservative government would advance the recommendations of the 
Manitoba Law Reform Commission, with respect to amendments to the Builders’ Liens Act. 

 
2. What steps will your party take to create consistency across inspections and legislate service 

standards for permitting and planning? 

Our Progressive Conservative government launched a review of permitting within the Office of 

the Fire Commissioner, Manitoba Hydro and the City of Winnipeg. We conducted this review to 

get to the bottom of concerns expressed by business owners about the broken system left by 

the NDP.  The conclusions of the review have given us a pathway to streamline the inspection 

system, and establish customer service standards including firm deadlines for permits to be 

issued and inspections to be completed.   These new standards will unleash investment and 

economic growth that have been stalled, creating jobs for Manitobans and reducing red tape for 

Manitoba businesses.  We estimate that for every day we can reduce unnecessary permitting 

delays, our provincial GDP would grow by $17M. 

 

3. If you were to form government, will you adopt the recommendations of the Manitoba law 

reform commission regarding the limitations of actions act?  

Manitoba’s limitations of actions legislation lags behind the norm in Canada, and represents 
another example of NDP neglect. In a recent decision of the Manitoba Court of Appeal, the 
Court commented that this legislation “cries out for reform”.  As your question references, the 
Manitoba Law Reform Commission (MLRC) conducted a comprehensive review of the legislative 
provisions regarding limitations of actions and issued its final report in December 2018.  

The MLRC’s recommendations include updates to the time periods associated with limitations of 
actions as Manitoba’s timeframes for claims for contribution and indemnity are outside of the 
norm upon review of other jurisdictions within Canada.  
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A re-elected Progressive Conservative government would advance the recommendations of the 
Manitoba Law Reform Commission, with respect to amendments to the Limitations of Actions 
Act.  

 
4. Will you commit to adoption of the 2015 code as soon as possible and to remove the 

uncertainty and inefficiencies associated with the lack of clarity in this area? 

Adoption of national building codes, including harmonized code content is important and would 
be a key priority of a re-elected Progressive Conservative Government. 

5. Will your party commit to an increase in the investment dollars into schools, aged-care 
facilities and hospitals? 

Our Progressive Conservative team understands the importance of investments in public-sector 
capital projects. In 2016, we committed to investing over $1 billion in strategic infrastructure, 
which includes hospitals, schools, highways and other infrastructure, and we have exceeded 
that commitment in every year of our first mandate. 

These investments include a number of health capital projects completed and underway, 
including the new Grace Hospital emergency department, a stroke unit, new Transplant Clinic 
and the completion of the Diagnostic Centre of Excellence at the Health Sciences Centre. In rural 
Manitoba, we have been proud to invest in new emergency departments both in Flin Flon and 
Dauphin and redeveloped the Brandon Regional Health Centre.  We also have announced the 
110-bed expansion of Boyne Lodge in Carman and the 143-bed expansion in Steinbach as part of 
our commitment to add 1,200 new personal care home spaces by 2024. 

We also committed to a number of capital investments within education, including 7 new 
schools that are well underway and $56 million of repair and maintenance projects, primarily in 
roof repairs, mechanical systems upgrades and structural repairs. We have also maintained the 
highways budget at $350 million. 

Moving forward, a re-elected PC Government will continue to invest in strategic infrastructure 
throughout the province, including: 

 $500 million for 20 new schools; 

 $900 million in health capital investments 

 Growing the highways budget to $400 million 

 $550 million for the lake Manitoba outlet, allowing residents to be protected from 
another multi-billion dollar flood  

 Continuing cultural investments to better our communities, including the Diversity 
Gardens, Inuit Art Centre, the Royal Aviation Museum and the Manitoba Museum, 
just to name a few 

 

Our PC Team is committed to making sustainable investments in strategic infrastructure 
throughout the province. 
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6. In what way will your party support existing vocational programs and work with industry to 
continually improve education and participation in the Construction industry, such as HSAP, 
vocational curriculum and promotional events? 

The Progressive Conservative Party recognizes the need to promote vocational programming, 
and a re-elected Progressive Conservative party is committed to fast track the development of 
Manitoba’s Skills, Talent & Knowledge Strategy. The plan will focus on strengthening 
connections between industry, employers and apprentice and training providers.  

In addition, we would expand demand-led training opportunities, where employers and 
employment service organizations partner to develop customized training opportunities leading 
to employment. 

We are further committed to expanding the high school apprenticeship program, particularly in 
areas with unmet demands for training. We will offer more opportunities for increased access to 
hands-on skilled trades programming for young people between the ages of 13-16. 

 

7. Will your party maintain and renew a focus on basic math, reading and writing skills to ensure 
recent graduates are fully prepared to enter the workforce as young adults? 

When we entered government in 2016, we inherited an education system that was getting the 
worst education results in the country.  The Progressive Conservative Party believes strongly in 
focusing on basic math, reading and writing skills to ensure Manitoba students are set up for 
success upon leaving the secondary education system.  

In January of this year the Manitoba government announced the establishment of a blue ribbon 
Commission to undertake a comprehensive, independent review of the Kindergarten to Grade 
12 education system.  

The purpose of the review is to improve outcomes for students, to ensure long-term 
sustainability and enhance public confidence in Manitoba’s education system.  

With the exception of a boundaries review in the 1990s, a comprehensive examination of 
Manitoba’s elementary/secondary education system has not occurred since the late 1950s. It is 
long overdue. This review will shape K-12 education in Manitoba for this generation and 
beyond. 

The Commission was provided six areas of focus to guide their work in making 
recommendations to government, those being:  

 Long-term vision – What should the goals and purpose of kindergarten to Grade 12 
education be in a rapidly changing world?  

 Student learning – What are the conditions required to achieve excellence in student 
achievement and outcomes in Manitoba?  

 Teaching – How can teachers and school leaders become most effective?  

 Accountability for student learning – How can the education system develop a 
stronger sense of shared accountability for student learning?  



 

 

Moving Manitoba Forward 5 

 Governance – What type of governance structures are needed to create a co-
ordinated and relevant education system?  

 Funding – What actions are required to ensure that the education system is 
sustainable and provides equitable learning opportunities for all children and youth? 
 

We look forward to receiving the advice from this Commission on how best to move Manitoba’s 
education system forward so our children can succeed and thrive. 


